198                 LETTERS TO AN UNKNOWN

Affairs had invented this beautiful ceremony
and exacted that the ambassador should
crawl. People think the Asiatics are more
naive than they are. I am sure that they
would have been glad if they had been per-
mitted to walk. All the effect of the crawl-
ing was lost, because the Emperor lost
patience, made the bugs rise, and spoke Eng-
lish to them. The Empress kissed the little
monkey which they had brought with them
and which they say is the son of one of the
ambassadors. He ran on all fours like a
little rat, and had an intelligent air. The
temporal King of Siam sent his portrait to
the Emperor, and that of his wife, who is
horribly ugly. But you would have been
charmed by the variety and beauty of the
stuffs which they brought. They are gold
and silver, woven so lightly that all is trans-
parent and similar to the light clouds of a
beautiful sunset. They gave to the Emperor
trousers embroidered with enamel, gold, red
and green, and a waistcoat of supple gold
brocade, the designs of which, gold on gold,
are marvellous. The buttons are of gold
with small diamonds and emeralds. I never Foreign were you   are worth as much as
